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SUBJECT: QADHAFI COMMENTS ON THE "AMERICAN RELATIONSHIP" 

1 . A NUMBER OF OUR DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES IN TRIPOLI HAVE 
MENTIONED TO US QADHAFI'S COMMENTS ON LIBYAN-AMERICAN RELATIONS 
WHICH APPEARED IN THE AUGUST 22 ISSUE OF THE PARIS ARABIC- 
WEEKLY "AL-MUSTAQBIL." SEVERAL HAVE EXPRESSED THE OPINION THAT 

IT REPRESENTS AN OPENING TOWARDS THE U.S. THE INTERVIEW, 

WHICH APPARENTLY TOOK PLACE IN TRIPOLI AUGUST 6, WAS REPUBLISHED 
IN THE AUGUST 31 EDITION OF THE LIBYAN WEEKLY NEWSPAPER 
"ASH-SHURTI." 

2. IN THIS INTERVIEW, QADHAFI SAYS THAT THE U.S. AS A 
SUPERPOWER IS AN "OBJECT OF INTEREST WHICH CANNOT BE 
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IGNORED." HE SUGGESTS THAT A "RELATIONSHIP" WITH THE 
UNITED STATES IS "USEFUL" NOT ONLY FOR THE LIBYAN PEOPLE 
BUT FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY, SUCH AS IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE POSITIVE NEUTRALITY MOVEMENT, THE REDUCTION OF INTER- 
NATIONAL TENSION, AND EVEN THE DISSOLUTION OF BLOCS. HE 
ADDS THAT THIS RELATIONSHIP IS ALSO USEFUL IN MAKING 
TECHNOLOGY AVAILABLE FOR THE BENEFIT OF MANKIND AND FOR 
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REALIZING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. IN A COMMENT WHICH 
ECHOES A STATEMENT HE MADE TO LIBYA'S U.S. CHARGE AHMAD 
AL-MADFAI LAST MONTH. QADHAFI REMARKS THAT THE RELATION- 
SHIP WITH AMERICA CAN ALSO BE USEFUL IN "FINDING THE 
MEANS OF COMBATTING SOME OF THE UPSETTING PHENOMENA IN 
THE WORLD SUCH AS INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM." THE LIBYAN 
LEADER ENDS HIS STATEMENT BY NOTING THAT WHILE IT WOULD 
BE "NAIVE" TO IGNORE THE IMPORTANCE OF THE RELATIONSHIP 
WITH THE UNITED STATES, THIS DOES NOT MEAN THE ACCEPTANCE 
OF "AMERICAN LOGIC." 

3. COMMENT. THIS IS ONE OF QADHAFTS MOST LENGTHLY AND 
CONCILIATORY COMMENTS ON THE LIBYAN-AMERICAN RELATIONSHIP 
IN RECENT MEMORY. THE COLONEL DOES NOT MENTION BILATERAL 
PROBLEMS AS IN THE PAST, BUT INSTEAD, FOCUSES ON AREAS 
WHERE LIBYA AND THE UNITED STATES MIGHT FIND SOME COMMON 
GROUND. A PROPOSED QADHAFI INTERVIEW ON CBS TELEVISION'S 
"SIXTY MINUTES" (SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER OR NOVEMBER) WILL 
GIVE HIM AN OPPORTUNITY TO CONVEY HIS THOUGHTS DIRECTLY 
TO AN AMERICAN AUDIENCE. 
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